
  COMMON GROUND COMMITTEE

 ANNUAL REPORT
—— 
  2023 – 2024 

MORE PROGRESS. 
LESS DIVISION.



LEADERSHIP / BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BRUCE BOND

ERIK OLSEN

DON HOLTZ

CHIP HORNER

INEZ MAUBANE JONES

GINA LINDQUIST-BAILEY

URSULA MUELLER

BARRY PERSKY

Co-founder & CEO, Board Chair

Co-founder, CFO, Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

Board Member

CGC is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501(c)(3) citizen-led 

organization dedicated to bringing healing to the na-

tional challenges of polarization and incivility. Free of 

political agenda and financial influence, CGC focuses 

on bringing light, not heat, to public discourse.
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Dear Friends, 
 
The U.S. has become a landscape of ideological silos. We might live within 
the same borders, but the terrain of polarizing beliefs doesn’t offer much of 
an ecosystem for cooperation. This divisive climate makes it difficult to speak 
to one another, much less accomplish anything on the policy level. As we 
head into a critical and volatile election year, prioritizing the need to make 
progress on our most important issues via productive conversations among 
citizens and leaders becomes more crucial than ever. Progress requires find-
ing common ground, which only happens when we commit to listening to 
and understanding those who disagree with us.

Not only do we know it’s possible, but we are seeing it happening
and are grateful to have it supported by people like you.

Your commitment to moving beyond conflict to progress helps us to model and cultivate the conversations at all 
levels that ultimately make a difference. That commitment is yielding results.

We know people are listening. In the past year, we’ve seen tremendous growth in the number of people tuning 
in to our panels and podcasts tackling the tough issues—climate, race, media, and more. Our biweekly “Let’s Find 
Common Ground” podcast discussions with citizens and thought leaders now reach over 270K subscribers. Down-
loaded episodes have more than doubled in the past year alone to more than 475k downloads. Our social media 
work directly connects us with 81,000 followers on Facebook, Instagram, X, LinkedIn, and YouTube. And our public 
forum event webcast, in partnership with New York’s 92nd Street Y, reached 30,000 viewers at home, who, on 
average, watched the hour-long program for over 40 minutes.

Moreover, our public forum events that feature luminaries such as James Carville and Reince Priebus, Will Hurd, 
and Chris Murphy have found a new relationship with WETA, the PBS affiliate in Washington, DC, who have been 
running our forums in prime time. We are truly excited to share the news that our forums will soon be distributed 
through the National Education Telecommunications Association, making our programming available to every 
public television station in the country.

We are particularly pleased and grateful to report that your political leaders are listening, too. Our Com-
mon Ground Scorecard—the first tool to allow voters to compare how candidates and elected officials for Con-
gress, Governorships, and the Presidency rank on bipartisanship—has gained incredible traction, with politicians 
now approaching CGC for advice on raising their score. Forty-two members of Congress and two Governors have 
affirmed they do and will abide by the Ten Attributes of a Common Grounder, our model for progress-focused 
discussion and debate. 

As we close in on our next Presidential election, we can enable an elevated level of discourse bolstered by an elec-
torate that values a healthier Democratic landscape. By supporting CGC, you are part of the active solution 
to revitalize the voters formerly known as the exhausted majority, showing that it is possible for them and 
our political leaders to come together in civility to solve tough problems. 

Your support of CGC allows that to happen, to make a difference for our citizens, our leaders, and our country. 

We believe that we change the country by changing the conversation from conflict to progress. And we 
encourage you to join us as our work continues to accelerate the momentum for progress that 
is quietly building across our nation.

With gratitude,

&

A MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDERS
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On average, Democrats and Republicans are farther apart ideologically today than at any time 
in the past 50 years (Pew Research Center analysis of Voteview, March 2022). Pew Research also 
indicates that congressional Democrats and Republicans are further apart ideologically than at 
any point during the past five decades. 

But these factors alone do not tell the whole story.  
While deep divisions still exist, we are starting to see the tide turn. At this critical juncture it is 
imperative we do not let up.   

Research also indicates that on a wide range of issues and policies, Americans from both par-
ties can find agreement. Further, two-thirds of Americans say they are more likely to vote for 
a candidate willing to compromise with others in order to get results, over a candidate who 
constantly fights for the values without getting results (The Georgetown Institute of Politics and 
Public Service’s Battleground Poll).  

There is a deep yearning in the country to move beyond our current culture There is a deep yearning in the country to move beyond our current culture wars wars 
and address the deep issues we are facing. The media is also taking notice.  New and address the deep issues we are facing. The media is also taking notice.  New 
programming such as Common Ground segment with Brett Baier and Judy Wood-programming such as Common Ground segment with Brett Baier and Judy Wood-
ruff Presents: America at a Crossroads. ruff Presents: America at a Crossroads. 

Our proprietary research shows that our supporters want CGC to help in specific ways. A prima-
ry desire of our supporters and funders – people like you – is to restore hope in the country’s 
future. To regain a sense of what is possible, and that progress can be made. You want a clear 
view of the issues and to understand a path forward that enables progress. Equally important, 
you want to hold leaders accountable for taking action and solving problems.  

HOW DIVIDED ARE AMERICANS? 

INSPIRING HOPE  
by demonstrating what  

good looks like

Events  Events  

Podcasts  Podcasts  

Growth in  Growth in  
attendance  attendance  
and viewership and viewership 

CGC has had a significant impact on these concerns 

AND IS POISED TO DO MORE 
BUILDING 

UNDERSTANDING  
on the issues and a path forward 

EMPOWERING VOTERS  
to support legislators who will seek  

common ground 

The Common Ground Scorecard The Common Ground Scorecard 

Congressional members who Congressional members who 
affirm commitments to seek affirm commitments to seek 
common ground common ground 

Our ongoing support of Our ongoing support of 
Congress’s Problem Solvers Congress’s Problem Solvers 
Caucus Caucus 

Online portals that do a deep Online portals that do a deep 
dive into climate change, bridging dive into climate change, bridging 
racial divides and polarization racial divides and polarization 

Blog posts that inform Blog posts that inform and and 

educate  educate  

Insights from event and Insights from event and podcast podcast 
expertsexpertsCGC Annual Report 2023-20243



INSPIRING HOPE  
by demonstrating what  

good looks like
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A unique digital tool for voters launched in 2020, the Common 
Ground Scorecard assesses the ability and propensity for a can-
didate to work across the aisle to find common ground that 
breaks gridlock.
  
Candidates are reacting to the Scorecard by affirming 
the commitment to be a Common Grounder. Local 
media’s response has been enthusiastic with doz-
ens of articles written to date. 

CGC launched an improved version of the 
tool in July 2022 and a new page dedicat-
ed to the presidential election in spring 
2023 in anticipation of increasing 
interest and response for this year’s 
election season.
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CGC EVENTSDespite disruptions in society, the reach and effect of CGC 
has been profound. Our events connected audiences with thought 
and political leaders from the left and right who expressed countless 
points of common ground on variousissues.

A Variety of Our Past Events
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Now at over 475K DOWNLOADS  |  270K SUBSCRIBERS

LET’S FIND COMMON GROUND PODCAST

Exploring paths to more progress and less division
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Facebook, X, LinkedIn, Instagram and YouTube.

The site features portals that dive 
deep into the country’s issues in-
cluding climate change, elections, 
racial divides and polarization.  
Visitors can watch CGC events, lis-
ten to podcasts and read relevant 
blog posts.

The CGC website is a hub OF DIGITAL CONTENT

CGC HAS A VIBRANT FOLLOWING ON...
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